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OUR MISSION
L’Arche Chicago’s mission is to celebrate the unique value of
each person and to create lifelong places of belonging through
small, residential homes that empower residents with intellectual
disabilities to share their gifts with their neighborhood, city,
country, and world, as part of an international federation.



A LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Welcome to the L’Arche Chicago Annual Report for 2023! It has been
such an exciting year for the community. Thanks to your faithfulness in
giving and prayer, the community is growing and thriving.

The greatest challenge – and joy – of 2023 has been efforts directed
toward the “new house”. As you know, we currently have three homes
where 11 core members and several assistants share life together. Angel
House, Peace House and Friendship House, in Chicago and Forest Park
respectively, have been homes of life, laughter, many meals, dancing,
discussions, celebrations, and belonging. Blessed with an unexpected and
significant financial gift a few years ago, we began to dream about
expanding our community in ways to meet the increasing needs of our
aging core members and those with physical challenges. We “dreamed
big”, purchased land in Oak Park, and are now collaborating with excellent
architects, contractors and vendors to make the dream come true.
Construction of the fourth house (to be named at a later date by those who
will first reside in the home) is going well. Not only will it be spacious,
modern, and lovely, but will be energy-efficient, energy-producing, and
universally-designed for persons of all abilities. We plan to welcome four
new core members to our community in the summer of 2024 to serve a
total of 15 core members.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we are tremendously grateful for
your support and presence in the L’Arche Chicago community. You make
a tangible and welcomed impact in the daily lives of all community
members. We have been, and are, a community built on the foundation of
relationships – between its members and with those of you who are
friends and supporters of L’Arche Chicago. Your support helps us to
transform lives.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Kimberly Bryze, PhD, OTR/L
Board President



A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I couldn’t be more excited as we close out the 2023 fiscal year. Looking back, it’s
clear how much joy and growth we lived in the past year.

First and foremost, all of our programming, events, and activities were able to be held
in-person and together. Covid restrictions made it difficult in prior years to foster a
sense of community and belonging–our core values–amongst our core members and
assistants. We kicked the twelve months off with our first in-person all community
retreat in three years. We used the time to think strategically about what our next 3-
5 years could look like as a community as we began to turn the page on a challenging
season of restrictions and community health vigilance. The result was an inspiring
strategic plan that seeks to expand our
services, increase the depth of our quality of care, and push the limits on our drive to
be an inclusive community.

Second, we leaned into the heart of our mission this past year–sharing life together.
We designed new community experiences such as a monthly soup night to bring our
community members together around stories, spirituality, and song. We reimagined
other touchpoints for community members as well, including a weekly Assistants
formation and in-service experience and peer retreat opportunities.

Last, and perhaps most exciting for many of us, we broke ground on our long-
awaited, long-dreamed-for fourth house! Designed to meet the evolving accessibility
needs of core members in our community by allowing them to effectively age in
place (complete with an in-home elevator), the house will be home for four core
members and three live-in Assistants in Oak Park, just a few blocks from Angel
House. As I’ve seen walking through the house during construction, I can’t help but
envision our core members inside, thriving in an environment that’s designed
specifically for them. It truly will be a model for quality service provision. Not only that,
but the home will also serve as a model for energy sustainability with its state-of-the-
art geothermal heating and cooling system, all-electric design, and extensive solar
panel system that will generate almost all of the power the home will consume. We
couldn’t be more excited, and especially by the way each one of you has rallied for
this project by filling our groundbreaking ceremony, donating to the campaign,
providing in-kind support, sharing the project with your friends and family, or rolling
up your sleeves and helping put the pieces together with us.

That’s a wrap on a historic page-turning year for L’Arche Chicago!

Mic Altena, M. Div,
Executive Director

& Community Leader



FISCAL YEAR 
HIGHLIGHTS
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Fall Community Retreat in Woodstock

Out and About!

Community Events (Soup Nights)

We broke ground on the Fourth Home in May!

The Joy of Being Back in Person

FOURTH HOME
FUNDRAISING
GOAL MET

R A I S E D !
2M$



As a DSP at L’Arche, I am also a Catholic sister, a certified spiritual director and
a theological reflection facilitator. I would like to share how I am touched by the
sharing life at L’Arche with a story.

In November, the Angel House had two birthday celebrants, a core-member and
an assistant. We went to an Italian restaurant for the celebration. We arrived
slightly late for our lunch. But we were all excited. While we were waiting for
food and chatting with each other, Christianne went to the restroom. After some
time, she came back to our table, standing and said, “I am back.” She was brightly
smiling with two hands open. We all paused for a second from our chatting by
looking at her, and laughed all together out loud as we welcomed her.

I am always amazed with Christianne’s brilliant humor like this moment that
brightens our celebration and unites us as a community. As I reflected on the
story deeper, I found three dimensions that touched me: her words, acts, and
pause. In her words, there is no exaggeration, pedantry, or sarcasm but a
simple truth that she is back from. You don’t feel uncomfortable since her humor
has no inflation or rules. You don’t have to be intelligent to understand her humor
since there are no turns and twists that need some background knowledge. You
don’t have a bitter taste in your mouth since her humor is harmless and innocent. 

BRILLIANT HUMOR IN SIMPLICITY: 
A Reflection & A Lesson by Sharing
Life at L’Arche Chicago
By Mikyoung Hwang, Assistant & DSP at Angel House

Her acts of smiling and opening hands
have the main message that expresses
her love and trust to us. 

Her smile is so contagious to make
everyone feel good and accepted. Once
you see her smile and open arms, you
can’t resist loving her. 

And she paused. It is a great time that she
gives us a space paying attention to her in
order to let us respond. So, laughter was
our response to her as we care and
welcome her back to the table. She was
simply being herself at the very moment.

How many of us can be simply ourselves without social
tags? I found that it is possible at L’Arche Chicago.



3%

Government Funding

In FY23, L’Arche Chicago expended $377,979 on fixed
assets that included construction for a fourth home in
Oak Park and several significant building upgrades.

Program Services

Individual Contributions Administrative

Grants Fundraising

Events

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
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2020

$500K

$1M

$1.5M

$2M

$2.5M

$3M

2021 2022 2023

23% 13%
15%

8%

$2,793,919 $1,995,038

$1.2M
$1.6M

$2.9M $2.8M
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21
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$1M$0

Current Current$1,362,939 $94,225

Fixed Mortgage Payable$1,547,461 $224,984

Endowment

Total
Total

$2,839,496

$5,749,895
$319,209

$ 2 , 9 4 8 , 4 7 6

$ 3 , 5 4 5 , 1 2 6

$ 4 , 7 2 4 , 7 3 3

$ 5 , 7 4 9 , 8 9 5

$2M $3M $4M $5M $6M



THANK YOU DONORS!

Abbott Laboratories
ABC Dentistry &Orthodontics
Abt
Accounting Firm Sold
AmazonSmile Foundation
Banner Apartments, LLC
Benjamin Moore
Brown & Brown
Cantigny Golf Course
Capital Campaign Toolkit
Carl R. Hendrickson 
Family Foundation
CarMax
Chicago Transom Partners
Chicago White Sox
Citizens for Jim Edgar
Civic Consulting Alliance
The Coleman Foundation
ComEd
Costa Catholic Academy
D3 Diane Deckert Designs
Deloitte LLP
Elements Architectural Group
Envestnet Asset Management
Fairmont Chicago
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Field Museum
Forest Insurance
Garland Flowers
Good Earth Greenhouse
Graybill, Bartz & Associates
Gulf Trading Corporation
Happy Apple Pie Shop

Health Care Service
Corporation
The Helen V. Brach Foundation
Henry Crown and Company
Highpoint Planning Partners
Hinsdale Bank and Trust
Hyatt Corporation
Illinois Manufacturers’ 
 Association
InterContinental Chicago
Ivanhoe Golf Club
Jackson National Life Insurance
Jeremy Lew & Associates
Kinslahger Brewing Company
Kribi Coffee Air Roastery
Lake Bluff School District 65
Lorelei Foundation, Inc.
Lou Malnati’s
The MacArthur Foundation
Mary Seat of Wisdom
Master Lock
Mimi Productions
Morningstar
Murray Foundation
Nineteenth Century Charitable   
 Association
Northern Trust
Pasquesi Home and Gardens
Pilgrim Congregational Church
PMMI Media Group
Polk Bros. Foundation
Praxis Consulting Group
Project Happiness Foundation
PRP Wine International
PwC US and Mexico

Russell & Josephine Kott 
Memorial Charitable Trust
Schaumburg Boomers
Seattle Illings Fund
SETworks
Shriver Center on Poverty Law
Sisters of Charity - 
 Mother of Mercy Corp
Sisters of the Living Word
The Sisters of the Precious Blood
St. Ignatius Jesuit Community
Strategic Hotels
The Symphony of Oak Park 
 River Forest
TPC Scottsdale Stadium
Trinity High School
UnitedHealth Group
Vestor Capital
William Blair & Company
Woods Fund Chicago
Workday

We are Better Together .  Thank you to
our generous supporters who see the
extraordinary in ordinary life and
support the work at L’Arche Chicago.

ORGANIZATIONS

Gifts received in Fiscal Year 2023, July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

THANKTHANK
YOU!YOU!



Kristina Burger
Darvin Burnside
Xavier & Isabel Cabanne
Joseph Cahill
Roland Calia
Valeda Carbonneau
David Carmean
Tony Hernandez & Norma  
 Carmona
Angelica Carmona & Luis 
 Puente
Kathryn Carter
Tricia & Kevin Carter
Hope Carter
Valentin Castaneda
Wendy Cerny
Valerie Chang
Lynn Chasson
David & Mary Susan Chen
Jim & Gretchen Chrzan
Paul Chuma
Ron & Peg Cichon
Mary Cink
Nancy Clark
Jeannine Cleary & Frank  
 Tenbrink
Linda Morgan-Clement & 
 Michael Clement
Karen Clutter
Michael & Patricia Conlon
Andrew Corkill
Kirby Corkill
Nicholas Costello
Patrick Coyle
Brendan Crowe
Maureen Culleeney
Dennis Culloton
John Cummings
Gary & Peg Curran
Lena Dawson
Maxine Carol De Man
Tom DeBartolo
Richard & Joan DeCleene
Joni DeDobbelaere
Jill Dempsey
Maria Dempsey
David Deyo
Gary & Donna Dhein
Adam Gilgis & Alissa Digman
Phillip Doerner

Phil Dorn
Madeleine Doubek
Tom Downs
Raymond Drake
John Drennan
Dick & Cathy Driver
Don & Jennifer Duszynski
Walter Duszynski
Caroline Dwan
John Dylong
Sean Egan
Tom & Laurie Egan
Robert Eitel
Gloria Engstrom
Judy Erwin
Yolanda Escalona Oland
Jeffrey Eschbach
Erik Esckilsen
Gustavo Espinosa & Susan  
 Carmona
James P. Evans
Rocco & Janet Fasanella
Dorin & Eileen Fera
Mark Finger
Amy Fisher
Colette Flanagan
Brigid Flanagan-Brooks
Charles Fleck
Sarah Flosi
Spencer Foon
Charles & Wanda Foster
Ryan Foust
Michael Fox
Cathy Foy
Janet Froetscher
Margaret & Jerry Fuesel
Francis & Annette Gallagher
Buz Craven & Jane Gallery
Charles Gardner
Maria & Michael Garvy
Charles Gately
Sr. Gael Gensler
Rob & Colleen Getz
Leonardo Girio-Herrera
Marin Gjaja
Carol L. Gloor
James Goffee
Annette Graham
Ronald Grais
Dr. Joyce M. Grant

Tony & Janet Abri
Allan & Martha Ackerman
Julianne Agudo
Viviana Aguirre
Anthony Alagna
Gene Albert
Arthur & Carole Albores
Bob & Kimberly Albrecht
Dan & Sandi Altena
Roseanna Ander
Stephen Anderson
Heather Anichini
Anonymous
Gary & Katie Arnold
Michelle Arnold & Paul Martin
Murray Ascher
Elizabeth Austin
Jim & Hope Babowice
Adam & Alex Baig
Michael Ballschmiede
Anita Banas
Lois Banks
Tzvi & Tzivia Barkai
Tiferet Barkai
Sarah Bauer
Gerry Beagles
Diane & Terry Bellew
Mary Berbee
Angela Berger
Mary Bersani
Robert Biggs
John & Marie Biggs
Melanie Biggs-Uteg
Darius & Erika Bikulcius
Daniel Billings
Robert & Carol Binkley
Amy Blair
Susan Blew
Tiffani Boerio
Todd & Kristin Boffeli
John & Mary Ellen Bonk
Michael & Kelly Boss
Bonnie Bozek
Laura Broderick
Larry Brown
Frank Bruno
Ron & Kim Bryze
Susan Buchanan
Jeanette Buchanan
Bernard & Cynthia Buchholz

INDIVIDUALS/FAMILIES WITH DONATIONS
TOTALING $100 OR MORE



Jake Griffin
Chris Griffith
Fernando Guidarini
Hannah Gullberg
Dr. Robert Gullberg
Jim & Nancy Gullberg
Ellen Gurney
Kris Haas
Gary & Pat Hagens
Robert Hagerman
Virginia Hagerty
Katie Hake
Mark & Catherine Hankins
Don Harmon
Spencer Harpe & Nathan
Perkins
Tom Hartung
William Hartung
MaryPat Hartung
Nancy Hartung
Jan Hayman
Diane Hedman
Susannah Heitger
Randy Hertel
Arnie Hetzel
Mary Hickey
Byron & Linda Byron
Christine Hill
David & Nancy Hines
Adam Hoeflich
Walter Keith Hoggatt
Alexandra Holy
Jon & Anne Holy
Nancy Horner
Peter & Kathryn Horos
Bridget Houser
June Huang
Jimmy & Krista Hugill
John & Elizabeth Husted
Lori Igleski
Susan Illing
Jonathan Iten
Nicole Jagielski
Elizabeth Jimenez
Dan Johnson
Bruce & Kathryn Johnson
Bill & Cindy Johnson
Daniel Joyce
Julie Justicz
Erika Kacer

Mike Kacer
Ariel Kaplan
Jamie Kaufer
Robert Kent
Rachel Klay
John Zajac & Carol Knoerzer
Pamela Kogler
Joe & Jane Koller
Max & Jenna Komnenich
Emma Kosnik
Joseph Krajnc
Ilana Kramer
Kurt Krieghbaum
Todd & Angie Kuna
Susan Kurland
Jonathan Kurta
Kristi Lafleur
Kelly Lagore
Mark LaPaglia
Julie Lau
Catherine Lent
Bill & Barb Lenz
Gene & Karen Leone
Mary Lewis
Jeanne Lievre
Jim Liggett
Tim Lindgren
Danny & Sharon Lineberry
Mary Lippa
Irene Litherland &
Dhruvkumar Joshi
Charlotte Little
Nancy Lloyd
Yossi Lopez-Hineynu
Alec & Keri Lucas
William Mack
Cynthia Madalinski
Catherine Madayag
Joe & Milly Maides
Andrew Maletich
Angelo Mancini & Emily Metz
Debbie Mangoub
Cynthia Maroon
Mont Martin
Donna Massaro-Zarate
Rose Mattax & John Buno
Peter Matuszak
Jim & Susie Mayhall
E. Hoy McConnell II & 
Patricia I. McConnell

Linda McCreary
Dr. Katherine McDonald
William L. McDonald, Jr
Kim McElroy
Ruth McEwen
Tim McFadden
Corinne McGrail
John & Kimberly McGuire
Cheryl McKay
Daniel Burke & Margot 
 McMahon
Ray Simons & Janet 
 McNicholas
Patricia Mehler
Ariana Melendez & Jimmy 
 Ready
Kelly Mendenhall
Wayne Hilgendorf & Helen 
 Mendoza
Cordelia Meyer
Tim & Mary Monday
Mary H. Moreau
Brian & Andrea
Morowczynski
Jim Morphew
Nicola Msall
Frank Mauceri & Madeleine 
 Msall
Mary Jo Msall
Michael Mueller
Vivek Mujral
Kenneth & Mary Mullozzi
Clare Munana
Roman Munoz
Dennis & Lisa Nash
Stephen Nazaran
Mark Neaman
Julianne Neely
Stephanie Neil
John & Jennifer Nelson
David Newcorn
John Newhouse
Jeremy Newtson
Janice Nokes
John Norton
Peter Notier
Matthew Notowidigdo
Bert Nuehring
Maggie O’Brien
Peter J. & Mary D. O'Brien



Bernard O'Connell
John & Candace O'Connell
Patrick O'Connell
Tom & Annette O'Connor
Holly O'Connor
Mary Ann O'Connor
Nick & Sally O'Donnell
Maura O'Hara
John & Mary Ormsby
Jason Osequeda
David Oswald
Kathleen Owens
Edward & Jodiann Pacer
Bill & Darlene Panko
David G. & Kathleen M. Paoli
Moreen Parr
Karen Patton
Chuck Paul
Jim & Marty Pearl
Brian & Sarah Pelrine
Carolyn Pence
Adriaan & Angela Peperzak
Donovan & Heidi Pepper
Norma Petersen
Ted Peterson
Jennifer Peterson
Dave & Beth Peterson
David Phelan
Joseph Phelan
James Phelan
Thomas Phelan
Catherine Phelan
Matthew Phipps
Steve Phyllis Duncan
Liz Picone
Robert Pietrusiak
Jennifer Pikowski
Stacy Pink
Wendy Planek
Renee Pleshar
Caitlin Powers
Fred Prillaman
Bob & Susan Prusator
Gina Purpura
Roxanne Quigley
Donn & Carol Raabe
Brian & Heather Rabchuk
Bob & Lori Radcliff
Melissa Lupella & Vishu  
 Ramanathan

Ruth Rankin & Steven Parker
Janet Raskin
Tom & Catherine Reedy
Karyn Reeve
Jim & Marianne Richards
Lois M Richter
Samuel & Kim Rinella
Justin & Klaire Rink
David Rivera
Frank Rizzo
Mary Roach
Blaine & Monika Robinson
Mary Rochelle
Elizabeth Rochford
Mike Roman
Jeffrey & Dorice Royce
Aaron Rudberg
George & Mary Lee 
 Ruebenson
Dan & Molly Ruszkowski
Barry & Dianne Ryan
Michael Ryan
Scott Saef
Ron & Maria Sagat
William & Jolanta Sander
John & Leah Schaut
Roberta Schmeichel
Julie Schoellerman
Kristin Sedej
Joseph Seliga
Annie Shaver
Courtney Shea
David & Kim Shimko
Nellie Sires
Barbara Sirovatka
Steve & Jan Smith
Peter Smith
Deborah Smith
Jack & Mary Smith
Marilyn Smith
Maureen Smith
Marianne Snopkowski
David Snyder
Matt & Jeannette Sorretino
Frank & Carol Spale
Diana Sparks
Mitchell & Moira Staggs
Rebecca & Matt Staley
Virginia Stone
David & Katie Stuart

Lawrence Suffredin
Laurie Sullivan
Mary Sullivan
Tim & Alanna Sullivan
Philip & Susan Swartz
Seena Talice
Giancarlo & Molly Tarantino
Susan TePas
JoAnne Theodossiou
Robert A. Thrush
Jeff & Sarah Beth Timmer
Bill & Janet Todd
Margaret Tomaszek-Witry
Jim Townsend
Peter Trantow
Bryan Traubert
Christy Uchida
Donald & Linda Uteg
Tom Vanden Berk
Rachel Vander Vennen
Bryant & Polly Vente
John & Penny Vyskocil
Ronald Wagenhofer
Matthew & Lisa Walsh
Jim & Kathie Warfield
Stephen & Susie Watts
Sid & Linda Wax
Constance Weil
Dina Weiner
Jo Weithers
Laurence Weithers
Ryan & Ellie Weseloh
Daryl & Amy Weseloh
James Wheaton
John & Sue Wick
Matthew Wiley
Jim & Cheryl Wilkes
Wayne & Teri Williams
Victoria Williams
James & Heather Williamson
Paula Wolff
Charles & Martha Woodbury
Kathryn Worthen
Sr. Maria Zeimen
Ray & Bev Zeimen
Gary & Shirley Zeimen
Chris & Tina Zettek
Robert & Barbara 
 Zimmerman
Paul Enright & Carol Anne 
Jack & Linda Zucco



LEARN MORE!

CONTACT US

SCAN & SUPPORT THE MISSION TODAY

FOLLOW US

FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

L’Arche Chicago
7313 Madison St.
Forest Park, IL 60130

(708) 660-1600

hello@LArcheChicago.org

@larchechicago

Dr. Kimberly Bryze, Chairperson
Becky Staley, Vice-Chairperson
Darius Bikulcius, Treasurer
Spencer Harpe, Secretary
John Biggs
Sarah Pelrine    
Caitlin Powers
Monika Robinson
Tim Rylander
Heather Rabchuk
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