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L’Ar che is a faith-based community where

persons with developmental disabilities

and those who assist them live, work 

& pr ay together, creating a home. 

they have offered guidance, and I have kept
them informed of Jean’s progress.  

Jean and I experimented with many ways of
using letters for words; numbers for counting,
and every visit had choices for Jean to chose
and work. By 2004 Jean said she wanted to do
arts and crafts. Jean has drawn and painted
pictures and even sold some! When she is
drawing, painting or cutting for a collage, she
is working with her heart and soul and talks
about what she is doing. Jean and I have gone
shopping at a neighborhood store; cooked
together; read together, counted money,
worked on the letter sounds, tried new crafts,
shared our daily joys and questions. Jean
enjoyed coming to my condo building. She
met my neighbors, who welcomed her. She
laughed and talked with them.

There have been many pieces that Jean and I
could put in a collage of growth, sorrow, worry,
fun, successes, and not-so-successes, trust in
people, forgiveness, and love. That is the way
of L’Arche. It takes many pieces: Directors,
Boards; Assistants who give huge pieces of
their lives; Guardians, Godparents, bosses,
teaches, friends. It all comes down to a
tremendous faith in each other, hope for each
other, and love to share. The pieces in this
picture change continuously. New people
come and situations change. The soul of
L’Arche doesn’t change – it brings the best out
in all involved. Thank You Angel House fami-
ly for your hospitality. My prayer is that you
continue to build this successful collage by
adding new pieces.  

~Margaret Von Ebers

“When she is

drawing, paint-

ing or cutting

for a collage,

she is working

with her heart

and soul...”

L’Ar che Collage
“Margaret is my teacher.  I learn about money
and how to paint pictures with her..."

Jean E. Wilson is serious when she is making a
collage – her favorite skill. I want to share
some of the pieces of her life, L’Arche Chicago
and myself — Jean’s collage of life.

I heard about L’Arche by reading the works of
Jean Vanier and Henri Nouwen. Later at an
event hosted by Dominican University and
Ascension Church I met Jean and the L’Arche
family.

Mary Strudeman, Jean’s Godmother, became a
teacher for Jean who wanted to “go to school”.
Mary came to me in January 2002 to ask if I
would help with Jean’s lessons. The assistants
at L’Arche brought Jean to my place on a
weekly basis – with time off for recess or
important events. Each visit was planned so as
to have a goal and fun.  The L’Arche
Assistants and I have always worked together;



Change the World One Heart at a Time!
L'Arche Chicago is looking for a new assistant. As a L'Arche assistant, you will share daily life with
adults with intellectual disabilities, develop meaningful relationships, and build a supportive Christian
community. Experience with people with special needs is not required. 
An assistant's role includes:

· Building mutual relationships with the core members
· Fostering a home life of unity, mutual respect and participation
· Providing direct care support and skill-building for core members in daily life activities

Qualifications:

· Interest in living faith community 
· Desire to work with people with special needs
· Creativity, flexibility, attention to detail, time management skills
· Verbal and written communication skills 
· Ability to work as part of a team
· Bachelor's degree (preferred)
· Driving license

Full-time assistants receive room and board, monthly stipend and health insurance. We are also seeking
part-time occasional respite assistants.  Please respond with cover letter and resume to:

Alexandra Conroy, Director
L'Arche Chicago
1400 S. Austin Boulevard - Cicero, IL 60804

Save the Date!!
L’Arche Chicago’s Seventh Anniversary Celebrationwill take place on the evening of June 14
at Elmcrest Banquets, 7370 W. Grand Ave., Elmwood Park. The event will feature live music,

live and silent auctions, a hot hors d’oeuvres buffet, many good friends and great conversation. 
You can contribute to the success of this important annual benefit event by: 

• Identifying and procuring unique silent auction items
• Contributing a professional service (for instance, tax preparation) as an auction item
• Volunteering to help on or before the day of the event
• Supporting us at the level of 

• Sponsor: $250, includes two tickets
• Patron: $500, includes 4 tickets
• Benefactor: $1000, includes full table
• Purchasing a ticket on behalf of a core member, assistant or office staff person

If you would like to assist us with this event in any way, please contact:
Susan Buchanan, Board President, at 773-735-5626.

email: larchechicago@sbcglobal.net 
tel: 708-863-1273
fax: 708-416-1346



Comings and Goings

Deaconate ordination of Trinh Le on Feb. 2nd. Trinh is standing to the left of
Jean. Behind them is Father Brendan, another friend of L’Arche Chicago

That’s Elbert tackling one of the
hands-on activites in the Ancient
Egypt exhibit.

P & J Commitee visitors L to R:
Sara Blair, Nancy Staunton, (Chris,
Jean,) Linda Bertoncini & Louisa
Newbury

It’s been a busy first few months of the new
year for L’Arche Chicago. One of the highlights
was the “Celebrate the Love” Party that was
held at Concordia College on the day before
Valentine’s Day.  Sixty three hardy souls braved
a 12” snowstorm to attend a wonderful lun-
cheon held in L’Arche Chicago’s honor. Many
thanks to Mardy and Wally Bloch for their
effort in organizing this event. Many thanks
also to Mardy and Wally for organizing a more
recent event on March 24 when they brought
seven Fulbright scholars to visit L’Arche
Chicago. The scholars came from as far as
Finland, Latvia, the Czech Republic, Taiwan
and Belarus.

During the first months of the year, L’Arche
Chicago was also blessed with ongoing visits
and relationships with several seminarians.
Represented in this group were Bill Noe
(Jesuit), Jason Welle (Fransican), Christopher
Rodolfo Kañiño and Taaremon Matauea
(Columbans)and Trinh Le (Spiritan). Among
the many activites were Taaremon and Jason
painting the living room at Angel House, a cel-
ebration of Christianne’s fifth anniversary at
L’Arche Chicago on April 1st and the dea-
conate ordination of Trinh Le at St. Ambrose
in Hyde Park on Feb. 2nd.

Quick Bits: Angel House and friends: Trinh
Le, Father Brendan and Spencer Foon visited
the DuSable Museum on February 10th and
then stopped by afterwards to visit the
Spiritans seminarians at their house in South
Shore. Angel House celebrated Jean Wilson’s
birthday on March 29th.  We particpated in a
house blessing for Christianne’s mom, Lucille,
and a separate apartment blessing for Lindsay
Perry. We also had a farewell party for Katrin
who was returning to her native Germany after
several months as an assistant. Thanks, Katrin! 

L’Arche Chicago also continued to deepen
transforming relationships with local parishes.
St. Catherine/St. Lucy Parish’s Peace and
Justice Committee, for example, came to the
house bringings a delicious vegetarian lasagna
dinner and staying after the meal to share
prayer with the Core members and assistants.
Finally, Angel House visited the Field Museum
on April 7th. 

Fulbright Scholars visiting Angel House. Mardy Bloch is seated in the front row
fourth from the left. Wally Bloch is the last person standing on the right.
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L’Arche Chicago community will gather with friends and neighbors on the second

Thursday of each month. Please join us when you can. Our next gathering dates are:

July 12, A ug. 9 & Sept. 13

beginning at  7:00pm at  1049 South Austin

For more information contact: 

Alexandra Conroy

1049 S. Austin Blvd, 

Chicago, IL 60644 

office: 708. 863. 1273

www.larchechicago.org

larchechicago@sbcglobal.net
Layout & Design; Genevieve Connor

Please help us
increase awareness

of L ’Arche by 
sharing or passing
on this newsletter

to a friend.

• New computer printer
for house

• DVDs that the core
members will like

• Gift certificates or
gift cards for: 
• Target 
• K Mart 
• Office Depot 
• Blockbuster 
• Borders 
• local bowling lanes
• restaurants
• movie theaters

OUR WISH LIST

By shopping online at www.iGive,com you can
donate painlessly to L’Arche Chicago

Bulletin Board 

Help Us at L'Arche Chicago Build Community

Become a Live-In Assistant !
We are looking for people with heart, people who understand

the philosophy of L'Arche and who are not afraid to work hard
for great rewards.You will grow and laugh and maybe cry but
you will be rewarded and blessed by your helping make home.
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Steve Rodenborn
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J. Ryan
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L’ArcheChicago Donors - 07/01/2006 - 04/01/2007


