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L’Ar che Collage

L'Ar che is a faith-based community where
persons with dewelopmental disabilities
and those who assist them lie, work

& pray together, creating a home.

“When she is
drawing, paint
ing or cutting
for a collage,
she is working
with her heart

and soul...”

“Margaret is my teacher. | learn about money
and how to paint pictures with her..."

Jean E. Wilson is serious when she is making a
collage — her favorite skill. I want to share
some of the pieces of her life, LArche Chicago
and myself — Jean’s collage of life.

I heard about LArche by reading the works of
Jean Vanier and Henri Nouwen. Later at an
event hosted by Dominican University and
Ascension Church | met Jean and the LArche
family.

Mary Strudeman, Jean’s Godmother, became a

teacher for Jean who wanted to “go to school”.

Mary came to me in January 2002 to ask if |
would help with Jean’s lessons. The assistants
at LArche brought Jean to my place on a
weekly basis — with time off for recess or
important events. Each visit was planned so as
to have a goal and fun. The LArche
Assistants and | have always worked together;

they have offered guidance, and | have kept
them informed of Jean’s progress.

Jean and | experimented with many ways of
using letters for words; numbers for counting,
and every visit had choices for Jean to chose
and work. By 2004 Jean said she wanted to do
arts and crafts. Jean has drawn and painted
pictures and even sold some! When she is
drawing, painting or cutting for a collage, she
is working with her heart and soul and talks
about what she is doing. Jean and | have gone
shopping at a neighborhood store; cooked
together; read together, counted money;,
worked on the letter sounds, tried new crafts,
shared our daily joys and questions. Jean
enjoyed coming to my condo building. She
met my neighbors, who welcomed her. She
laughed and talked with them.

There have been many pieces that Jean and |
could put in a collage of growth, sorrow, worry,
fun, successes, and not-so-successes, trust in
people, forgiveness, and love. That is the way
of LArche. It takes many pieces: Directors,
Boards; Assistants who give huge pieces of
their lives; Guardians, Godparents, bosses,
teaches, friends. It all comes down to a
tremendous faith in each other, hope for each
other, and love to share. The pieces in this
picture change continuously. New people
come and situations change. The soul of
LArche doesn't change — it brings the best out
in all involved. Thank You Angel House fami-
ly for your hospitality. My prayer is that you
continue to build this successful collage by
adding new pieces.

~Margaret Von Ebers



Change the World One Heart at a Time!

L'Arche Chicago is looking for a new assistant. As a L'Arche assistant, you will share daily life with
adults with intellectual disabilities, develop meaningful relationships, and build a supportive Christian
community. Experience with people with special needs is not required.
An assistant's role includes:

- Building mutual relationships with the core members

- Fostering a home life of unity, mutual respect and participation

- Providing direct care support and skill-building for core members in daily life activities
Qualifications:

- Interest in living faith community

- Desire to work with people with special needs

- Creativity, flexibility, attention to detail, time management skills

- Verbal and written communication skills

- Ability to work as part of a team

- Bachelor's degree (preferred)

- Driving license
Full-time assistants receive room and board, monthly stipend and health insurance. We are also seeking
part-time occasional respite assistants. Please respond with cover letter and resume to:

Alexandra Conroy, Director email: larchechicago@shcglobal.net
L'Arche Chicago tel: 708-863-1273
1400 S. Austin Boulevard - Cicero, IL 60804 fax: 708-416-1346

Save the Date!!

L'Arche Chicago’s Seventh Anniversary Celebrationwill take place on the evening of June 14
at EImcrest Banquets, 7370 W. Grand Ave., EImwood Park. The event will feature live music,
live and silent auctions, a hot hors d’oeuvres buffet, many good friends and great conversation.
You can contribute to the success of this important annual benefit event by:

- Identifying and procuring unique silent auction items
- Contributing a professional service (for instance, tax preparation) as an auction item
- \olunteering to help on or before the day of the event
- Supporting us at the level of
- Sponsor: $250, includes two tickets
- Patron: $500, includes 4 tickets
- Benefactor: $1000, includes full table
- Purchasing a ticket on behalf of a core member, assistant or office staff person

If you would like to assist us with this event in any way, please contact:
Susan Buchanan, Board President, at 773-735-5626.




Comings and Goings

It's been a busy first few months of the new
year for LArche Chicago. One of the highlights
was the “Celebrate the Love” Party that was
held at Concordia College on the day before
Valentine’s Day. Sixty three hardy souls braved
a 12” snowstorm to attend a wonderful lun-
cheon held in LArche Chicago’s honor. Many
thanks to Mardy and Wally Bloch for their
effort in organizing this event. Many thanks !
also to Mardy and Wally for organizing a more =7

recent event on March 24 when they brought [\ ) =

seven Fulbright scholars to visit LArche Fulbright Scholars visiting Angel House. Mardy Bloch is seated in the front row
Chicago. The scholars came from as far as fourth from the left. Wally Bloch is the last person standing on the right.
Finland, Latvia, the Czech Republic, Taiwan
and Belarus.

During the first months of the year, LArche
Chicago was also blessed with ongoing visits
and relationships with several seminarians.
Represented in this group were Bill Noe
(Jesuit), Jason Welle (Fransican), Christopher
Rodolfo Kafifio and Taaremon Matauea
(Columbans)and Trinh Le (Spiritan). Among
the many activites were Taaremon and Jason
painting the living room at Angel House, a cel- 1
ebration of Christianne’s fifth anniversary at b o :%> B Y
LArche Chicago on April 1st and the dea-
conate ordination of Trinh Le at St. Ambrose
in Hyde Park on Feb. 2nd.

Quick Bits: Angel House and friends: Trinh
Le, Father Brendan and Spencer Foon visited
the DuSable Museum on February 10th and
then stopped by afterwards to visit the
Spiritans seminarians at their house in South
Shore. Angel House celebrated Jean Wilson’s
birthday on March 29th. Wk particpated in a
house blessing for Christianne’s mom, Lucille,
and a separate apartment blessing for Lindsay
Perry. We also had a farewell party for Katrin
who was returning to her native Germany after
several months as an assistant. Thanks, Katrin!

P & J Commitee visitors L to R:
Sara Blair, Nancy Staunton, (Chris,
Jean,) Linda Bertoncini & Louisa
Newbury

LArche Chicago also continued to deepen
transforming relationships with local parishes.
St. Catherine/St. Lucy Parish’s Peace and
Justice Committee, for example, came to the
house bringings a delicious vegetarian lasagna
dinner and staying after the meal to share
prayer with the Core members and assistants.
Finally, Angel House visited the Field Museum
on April 7th.

That's Elbert tackling one of the
hands-on activites in the Ancient
Egypt exhibit.
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L'Arche Chicago community will gather with friends and neighbors on _th
Thursday of each month. Please join us when you can. Our next gathering
July 12, A ug. 9 & Sept. 13

beginning at 0Pm at 1049 South Austin
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For more information contact:
Alexandra Conroy
1049 S. Austin Blvd,

OUR WISH LIST

« New computer printer
for house

* DVDs that the core
members will like

« Gift certificates or
gift cards for:
e Target
* K Mart
« Office Depot
* Blockbuster
* Borders
* local bowling lanes
* restaurants
* movie theaters

Chicago, IL 60644 By shpging mlne at www.iGom yai can

office: 708. 863. 1273
www.larchechicago.org
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Over $10,000
Anonymous

Patrick & Anna Cudahy
Fund

$5000-$9999

$1000-$4999

Tony & Janet Abri

Ascension Church

Mardy & Wally Bloch

Winnetka Congregational
Church

Thomas F & Mary E.
Conroy

Brian Dunn

Peter S. & Neva Egan

Spencer Foon

William D. Hagerty

Harris Bank Foundation

Lawrence & Ada Hickey

Gerry & Jack McAuliffe

Sam D. & Gail Perry

Logos Charitable Fund, Inc.

Donn & Carol Raabe

Glen E. & Barbara Shelly

St. Giles Parish

$500-$999

Anonymous

C.J. & Elizabeth Aschauer

Robert L. Berner, Jr.

Mary Susan & David Chen

John W. & Rosemary
Croghan

Dennis & Gloria Dylong

John Dylong

Paul J. & Susan L.
Ehlenbach

Catherine & Tom Reedy

Margaret Sirovatka

David Toht & Rebecca
Anderson

St. Catherine-St. Lucy
Parish

Allen C. & Kathleen
Wesolowski

$250-$499

Antonia Shusta Rev. Trust
Theresa & Dwight Atchley
Daniel & Margot Burke
Lois & Frank Catrambone
Ann & Tim Devereux
Cliff & Loretta Dienberg
Florence & Klaus Lange
Catherine Madayag

Mary Seat of Wisdom Church
Larry & Jill Moore
Laurence & Marylo Msall

L'ArcheChicago Donors - 07/01/2006 - 04/01/2007

Prudential Fund Matching
Gifts
Frank & Jeannie Tenbrink

$100-$249

Jeffrey Ambrose

Ruth R. Bremner

Patricia Broadbridge

Chico's FAS, Inc.

Jack & Glenna Cholakian

Richard and Sharon Citta

Congregation of the Holy
Ghost

Ann M. Cordes

Mary Gavin & John
Crawford

David B. & Carolyn M.
Effgen

Martha G. Egan

Patrick & Kathleen Egan

Robert & Marianne Firlit

Sarah Flosi

Esther E. Frey

Most Rev. Raymond
Goedert

Thomas E. & Judith L.
Gorman

Eileen H. Griffin

James M. & Mary Kehoe
Griffin

Maureen Hanlon

Normal Hansen

Marjorie A. Harker-Betten

Martin J. & Carol T.
Hegarty

Catherine M. Hoppe

Jo Anne Horstmann

David Johnson

Curt & Phyllis G. Jones

John & Kathryn Kalina

Joseph A. & Agnes Keig, Jr.

Christopher B. & Elizabeth

J. Keys

Edward & Mary King

Andrea Knight

Linda D. Knowles

George A. Kuhlman

Ronald & Lourdes Landry

Joann & Elizabeth
Marciszewski

Marjorie Martinez

Michael McNulty

James Mitchell

Lucille Msall

New Melleray Abbey

Roy A. & Frances Picone

Albert F & Gail M.
Popowits

Roxanne Quigley

Fr. George Rassas

Lois & Patrick Riley

Kathleen Rivet

Michael Seng

John & MarylJane Sobota

Sally Sommers

St. Catherine Laboure
Church

Margaret M. Von Ebers &
Helen Oloroso

Robert & Marietta Walsh

Gary & Betty Wiley

Ray & Bev Zeimen

$0-$99

Profit & Sandra Adams

Julie Archibald

Dave Arnold

Randall & Linda Balla

Stuart Barnes Jamison

Mark Bartosic

Nicole Bonk

K. M. Bruni

Laura & Andrew Callahan

Helene & Frank Clarke

Russell & Kathleen
Coleman

Joseph & Dana Connell

Robert Connelly

Catherine & James
Costello

Joseph & Susan Coughlin

Rev. Stanley L. & Christine
E. Davis

Sallie DeGroft

Peter & Ruth Deddish

Jean Detmar

Dominicks Finer Foods-
Mike Salamone

JJ.Dupon & S. E.
Goldstein

Robert E. Ferrigan

Thomas & Carol Frank

Rae & Bill Fritz

Lynn A. & Michael

Galuska-Elsen

Peter & Jeanine George

Elaine Geu

Carol L. Gloor

Marilyn Gotsch

Mabel R. Grace

Joyce M. Grant

Deborah Graves

Mary Grimes

Suzanne & David
Haraburd

John & Clarice Harris

Ruben & Mary Harris

Michael & Brenda Hazard

Jeremiah & Mary Dorothea
Hegarty

Carole D. Hillman

Richard & Sarah Hoffman

Kay & Gene Geberth
Holzmeister

Dolores V. Horan

Jeanne & Allen Howe

Mary Howell

David & Mary Howorth

Trenis & Helen Jackson

Marilyn Jancewicz

Maureen B. Jeffries

Jewel-Osco, Jim Pincask

Gertrude Johnson

John Kapica

James L. Kenny

John & Diane Kirschner

Rosemarie & James Knight

Patricia & Peter Koch

Joe & Jane Koller

Catherine Krickl

Jaroslaw Kroliszyn

Marcy & Lee Kubat

Charles & Jewel Laabs

Sam & Ann LaGuardia

Mary F. Larkin

Henry & Laura Latzke

Ruth Lechner

E.J. & Mary C. Liebner

Patrick & Margaret
Loughran

Michael & Kenna
Mackinnon

James & Leslye Madden

James & Sharon Madura

James & Mary Marion

Charlaine & Patrick
McAnany

John & Glena McDonald

E.C. & Dawn McGee

R. L. Miller

Janet Morrissey

Fr. J. Mulcrone

Mary Clare Mulvihill

Frank J & Eileen Muriello

Eileen Murphy

K. Novak

D. & Ann O'Brien

P J. O'Callaghan

Sr. Anastasia O'Connor

Frank & Anita O'Hara

Jack & Sylvia O'Keefe

Mary Margaret & John

O'Neill

Jim & Liz O'Shea

Matt & Melissa O'Shea

Donna & Arthur Ogle

Rev. R. Oldershaw

Bob & Bard Olszowka

Tom & Christine Ondria

John & Martha Owens

Leo & Estelle Pargulski

Mona Rae Pastor

James & Marguerite Pizzo

Rick & Peggy Plastina

William & Elizabeth Rahe

Roger & Catherine
Rhomberg

Robert & Barb Rinnan

Steve Rodenborn

Robert & Debra Ross

J. Ryan

Stephen & Marie Schaefer

M. Schneider

Schneider Fam. Rev. Trust

M. Schuck

B. Schultz

Robert & Marita Secter

Bruce & Margaret Sents

L. Short-Sheridan

Barbara Sirovatka

Marist Sisters

Richard & Louise Snyder

Mary & Charles Sotir

H. M. Sowinski

R. G. Spatz

R. Spink

Larry & Hollye Spiotta

Joseph & MaryLouise
Stefanic

Mary & Tome Strudeman

Eric & Terri Stupinski

L. Sullivan

MarySusan & Keith
Sullivan

R. Tatum

K. Terborg

L. Terrazino

S. Uhlemann

JoyAnn Ungaretti &
Christine Levy

D. P Usman

Fr. Thomas Ventura

J. Vinkler

Walgreen Co.-District Ofc.

Joseph & Katherine Walsh

Douglas & Laura Wassilak

Kenneth & Melissa Weiss

M. A. Wenska

M. Wilcox

Anthony & Barbara Witt

Tom & Carole Woods

M. Zangrilli

R. Allen & Carol Ann
Zimmer

Hank & Marge Zuba



