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�������������	�������������� On the eve of the first September 11 National Day of 
Service and Remembrance, the L’Arche Chicago community and friends celebrated the 81st 
birthday of Jean Vanier, a man who has given over his life to the service of others and 
acknowledging those forgotten on the margins of society.  We reflected on the Beatitudes, which 
underpin the charism of L’Arche and heard from Essential Writings Jean’s own reflections on 
how he has come to know Jesus most deeply in the persons of his sisters and brothers with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in L’Arche.  Table fellowship is important to Jean and 
so we shared a birthday cake in his honor.  A card with our best wishes is on its way to Trosly. �
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September 12: Sales Party at Chico’s in River Forest (Lake and Harlem) from 8-10 am.  Great clothes, great 
prices, free wrapping and shipping and 10% of the sales proceeds go to benefit L’Arche Chicago. 
 
October 8: Community Night at our original home at 1049 S. Austin Blvd.  Come meet our core members and 
assistance and see our new apartment.  Share food and great conversation from 7-8:30 pm. 
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The victims of 9/11 and all other acts of senseless violence.  We remember also, with gratitude, all those who 
give their lives to rescue work and the work of peacemaking and reconciliation in our troubled world.  
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The Events Committee, friends who helped to make our 9th Anniversary celebration a big success.   
 

Generous donors.  Thanks to you, we have opened our apartment.  Our next goal is a big one—to raise enough 
money to purchase and open our second home! 
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If you haven’t read former L'Arche assistant Kathy Berken’s Walking on a Rolling Deck: Life on the Ark yet, 
you are missing a “truly remarkable piece of literature,” writes associate publisher Bob Zyskowski of The 
Catholic Spirit newspaper in the Twin Cities.  Photos by John Dylong. Purchase this and other great L’Arche 
related books through L’Arche Chicago’s online bookstore link on the masthead at www.larchehcicago.org. 
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Employer matching can double your contribution to L’Arche Chicago.  Please take advantage of your 
employer’s generosity to help L’Arche Chicago continue and extend our mission.  
 

Please remember in your prayers… 
Krista, who is waiting patiently for the opportunity to come join us on an R-1 visa. 
All of us at L’Arche Chicago as we welcome new core members and assistants. 
 

Olive Branch is monthly e-mail bulletin from L'Arche Chicago. 
To subscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Subscribe” in the Subject line. 

To unsubscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Unsubscribe” in the Subject 


