
�
���������	
����
�

�����������������������������
�
Representatives from every L’Arche community around the world, as 
well as leadership at all levels, convened in Kolkata, India for the 2008 
L’Arche International General Assembly.  We discussed a dynamic 
understanding of “commitment” and “belonging” that will accommodate 
a broader scope of participation. We talked about the new and different 
models we need for people with and without disabilities to share life in 
today’s environment and in the context of many very different cultural 
settings.  We reconfirmed the importance of L’Arche as a sign to the 
larger disability community and general community.  We discussed the 
International, Zone and country level structure of L’Arche, what it does 
and how it can do it better.  We prayed, celebrated, gave Jean Vanier a 
birthday party, celebrated some of the Hindu Durga Puja festival and 
learned something of Indian cuisine and culture.  We look forward to the 
next General Assembly planned for Atlanta in 2011.   
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November 13: Community Night, beginning at 7 pm at 1049 S. Austin Blvd.  Bring your friends.  
 
November 29 th, 9 am-1 pm and 29 th, 1-5 pm: Gift wrapping at Borders.  Free will donation goes to L’Arche.  Call 
Mardy Bloch at 708-209-1383 if you would like to volunteer. 
 
December 6:  Sales party at CHICO’s on Lake Street in River Forest, 8-10 am. Free refreshments, gift-wrapping 
and shipping.  10% of proceeds go to L’Arche.  Call Alex Conroy at 708-795-1273 for more information. 
 
December 11 : Community Night 
 
December 6 th, 1-5 pm; 19 th, 1-5 pm and 20 th, 9 am-1 pm:  Gift wrapping at Borders 
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Our volunteers: Whether you cook for us, take us on outings, share music, support our events or just come and 
hang out, we appreciate you for your generosity! 
Our sister L’Arche communities: we enjoy visiting you and making new friends. 
Christianne is joining Arts of Life, where Jean produced a cd with the band. 
Gen Connor’s second wrist surgery went well. 
Peg O’Brien has recovered much of her energy following successful cancer treatments 
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Who do you “Goodsearch” for?  Did you know you can support L’Arche Chicago just by surfing the net?  Use 
www.goodsearch.com as your search engine and L’Arche Chicago as your charitable recipient. 
 
Did you know that many corporations will match their employee’s charitable donations?  Check with yours. 
 
Please remember in your prayers… 
David Effgen, who is undergoing treatment for melanoma. 
 

Olive Branch is monthly e-mail bulletin from L'Arche Chicago. 
To subscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Subscribe” in the Subject line. 

To unsubscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Unsubscribe” in the Subject 


