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�L’Arche Chicago and Arts of Life collaborated to present a panel: Living Inclusion 
through Mutual Relationship and Community at the recent statewide self-advocacy 
conference Speak Up and Speak Out in the state capital.  We all feel that the 
individualized approach of “person-centered planning,” which is slowly coming even to 
Illinois, has its strengths, but must be balanced by the opportunity for people with and 

without disabilities to cooperate, compromise and learn to live together.  Jean shared her perspective on relational 
life at L’Arche as compared to the institutions where she lived before.  Rebekah talked about what it means to 
share life rather than just work.  Kelli, art facilitator, and Gabby, artist, shared how creating community is just as 
important as creating art at the Arts of Life studio.  The panel was well attended and raised thoughtful questions 
and much interest from the audience.  Christianne, Mike and Alex also attended the conference.  We all had the 
chance to hear inspiring stories and learn about creative and practical initiatives in the support field from self-
advocates, family and professionals from across Illinois and beyond.�
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November 21, 22: Grease at 2 pm at Lyons Township High School South, 4900 S. Willow Springs Road, Western 
Springs, IL.  Features our own Chris and Mike.  Tickets are $4. 
 
December 5:  Sales Party at Chico’s in River Forest .  Great prices and complimentary wrapping, shipping and 
continental breakfast.  In the shopping plaza on the SW corner of Harlem and Lake.  Ten percent of proceeds go 
to L’Arche Chicago. 
 
December 10: Community Night. Come kick off the holiday season with the party-lovers at L’Arche Chicago. 
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All who contributed to our October Cabaret event.  We raised over $5,000 and had a whole lot of fun. 
 

The Board of Directors of L’Arche Chicago, working hard to update polices and best practices. 
 

Donn Raabe is grateful for all the prayers from L’Arche Chicago and friends, during his recent bout with prostate 
cancer.  The treatments have been successful and he is on the mend. 
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Former L'Arche assistant Kathy Berken’s Walking on a Rolling Deck: Life on the Ark. Purchase this and other 
great L’Arche related books through L’Arche Chicago’s online bookstore link at www.larchehcicago.org. 
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Employer matching can double your contribution to L’Arche Chicago.  Please take advantage of your 
employer’s generosity to help L’Arche Chicago continue and extend our mission.  
 

Please remember in your prayers… 
Krista, who is waiting patiently for the opportunity to come join us on an R-1 visa. 
All of us at L’Arche Chicago as we welcome new core members and assistants. 
 

Olive Branch is monthly e-mail bulletin from L'Arche Chicago. 
To subscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Subscribe” in the Subject line. 

To unsubscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Unsubscribe” in the Subject 


