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The core members, assistants and board members enjoyed the chance to 
celebrate St. Valentine’s Day with many old and new friends.  Against the 
soundtrack of gentle harp and piano music, we shared a delicious brunch 
buffet at our annual “Feel the Love” get together.    Two lucky guests went 
home with exquisite handmade quilts courtesy of the St. Mary’s Quilters and a 
number with heart-shaped pins and other small gifts.  L’Arche is all about 
living from the heart.  This fiesta was a good opportunity to nurture the 
relationships between the core members and assistants who live in L’Arche 
Chicago homes and the faithful supporters who participate actively and play 
an important role in our mission through their generous gifts of time, money 

and talent.  Pictured here is L’Arche core member Jean and good friend and supporter Paula Pohlhammer with 
matching smiles and matching colors.  A heartfelt Thank You  to all who joined us in this celebration. 
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March 11:  Ceilidh  (aka Community Night) at L’Arche Chicago.  You don’t have to sing or dance but remember: 
everyone is Irish in March in Chicago.  Join us at 7 pm at our original home, 1049 S. Austin Blvd. 
 
April 3: Sales party at CHICO’s at Harlem and Lake in River Forest from 8-10 am.  Fantastic clothes, continental 
breakfast, free wrapping and shipping.  CHICO’s donates 10% of the proceeds to the mission of L’Arche Chicago. 
 
April 8: Come celebrate Easter and the long awaited arrival of spring at Community Night 
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Our friends at St. Giles, who are donating a freezer full of food from their recent Market Day event. 
 

Our friends at the Department of Human Services, who are interested in learning more about and supporting 
L’Arche as an alternative model for providing really integrated community living. 
 

The Raskob Foundation for offering us a $12,500 matching grant.  As of today, we have raised $8,500 in 
matching funds.  Thank you to all those who are helping us move forward towards another home! 
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L’Arche in Haiti suffered severe structural damage in the earthquake.  You may send contributions marked 
“Solidarity for Haiti”  through L’Arche Chicago. 
 

The Anniversary Celebration committee is looking for members.  In addition to celebrating two friends for 
their vision and service, our community will commemorate a decade of sharing life in the Chicago area. 
 
Please remember in your prayers… 
Sr. Anastasia O’Connor, a long-time prayer supporter of L’Arche Chicago who has health concerns. 
Martha and Dale Cooper and their children and Art and Brucetta Stromblad.  Both families are faithful 
friends and supporters of L’Arche Chicago and are also facing serious health challenges. 
 

Olive Branch is monthly e-mail bulletin from L'Arche Chicago. 
To subscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Subscribe” in the Subject line. 

To unsubscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Unsubscribe” in the Subject 


