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L’Arche Chicago indulged in some hearty partying and vigorous visiting this holiday season.  
We managed to decorate the tree and squeeze in a low-key Christmas Eve gift exchange 
among ourselves before heading off for Christmas Eve dinner, traditional Polish style 
(oplatki anyone?) and then celebrating the Nativity Story at the Church of the Brethren, with 
Rebekah as worship leader and Christianne as one of the narrators.  Christmas morning 
found us worshiping again, this time at St. Catherine/St. Lucy, where Chris served at the 
altar.  Then we went down to Hyde Park for dinner with another group of Msall’s. We 
enjoyed the 12 Days to their fullest, visiting our own and each other’s families and friends 
catching up by phone with those far away and enjoying some down time from work.  We 
wrapped up the season with our annual holiday tea, which featured brownies and bars 
home-baked by the core members and new board member Tim Andriano.  Here, Jean and 
Steve dance to the accordion music of Michael Msall (not pictured.) 
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January 8 : Community Night, from 7 pm at our home at 1049 S, Austin Blvd.  Start the New Year off right by 
reconnecting with old friends and making some new ones.  Come with a Crazy Funny Resolution for 2009. 
 
February 12 :  Community Night 
 
February 14:  Valentine's Day luncheon fundraiser from 11:30 am to 1 pm at the Koehneke Center, Concordia 
University. Come celebrate the love with us. For tickets or information, please call Mardy Bloch at 708-209-1383. 
�

�������������� ����!�
Our web designer and communications committee: check out our new website at www.larchechicago.org and 
appreciate the handiwork of Gen Connor and helpers.  We are still building, but it looks great! 
Our donors: Thank you for responding to our annual Christmas appeal.  If you have not yet responded, there is 
still time to help us close out the year in the black.  
�
"����#�����!�
Who do you “Goodsearch” for?  Did you know you can support L’Arche Chicago just by surfing the net?  Use 
www.goodsearch.com as your search engine and L’Arche Chicago as your charitable recipient. 
 
Employer matching cans double your contribution to L’Arche Chicago.  Take advantage of your employer’s 
generosity to help L’Arche Chicago support and grow our mission.  
 
Please remember in your prayers… 
David Effgen, who is undergoing treatment for myeloma. 
Linnea Fields (former assistant) and family who are mourning the loss of their brother, Charles. 
Chris and family who are worried about nana’s health. 
Kathy Westbrook’s (our book-keeper’s) mother, who is struggling with many heath challenges. 
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Olive Branch is monthly e-mail bulletin from L'Arche Chicago. 
To subscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Subscribe” in the Subject line. 

To unsubscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Unsubscribe” in the Subject 


