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At the invitation of long-time friend and birder Spencer Foon, Christianne, Jean, Elbert,
Chris and Alex went to lllinois Waterways Park, a winter nesting sites for bald eagles.
Through telescopes carefully aligned on the second floor observation deck, we observed
with awe around 30 of these magnificent birds--both mature ones and juveniles--roosting,
soaring and occasionally swooping down gracefully to snare a fish from the lllinois River.
But the best was yet to come, when we headed inside and downstairs to a small classroom
for an up-close introduction. Two professionals from the lllinois Raptor Center brought out
in turn a vulture, a red-tailed hawk, a bald eagle, a golden eagle and a great horned owl.
We learned the lay person’s description of a raptor: a large bird of prey with a hooked beak
for tearing and talons for carrying. We learned that the population recovery of once-
endangered raptors, particularly bald eagles indicates significant improvement in the
environmental health of the lllinois. We learned details about each bird; for example, how it
likes to hunt, what it eats and identifying characteristics. Jean recorded it all on audio tape
for future review. Spencer and Alex took photos. It was a wonderful learning experience, yes. But it was also a
moment of grace—a meeting with the wild beauty of God’s creation.

February 12 : Arts of Life annual Awards Show and Fundraiser at Architectural Artifacts, 4325 N. Ravenswood.
Come see and bid on works by our own Jean and Christianne. Go to www.artsoflife.org or call 312-829-2782.

February 14: Valentine's Day luncheon fundraiser from 11:30 am to 1 pm at the Koehneke Center, Concordia
University. Come celebrate the love with us. For tickets or information, please call Mardy Bloch at 708-209-1383.

February 19 : Community Night at 1049 S. Austin Blvd. beginning at 7. Come and hear about the International
Federation of L'Arche’s focus on commitment.

Our friends—especially those who are helping us work towards our sdwamé and other key aspects of our
strategic plan and financial development program.

The Arts of Life, Garden Center Servicesand our other collaborators in the support field.
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Who do you Goodsearchi for? Did you know you can support L’Arche Chicago just by surfirgnet? Use
www.goodsearch.coms your search engine and L’Arche Chicago as your chariebjgent.

Employer matching can double your contribution to L’Arche Chicaga Take advantage of your employer’s
generosity to help L’Arche Chicago support and grow our mission.

Please remember in your prayers...

David Effgen, who is undergoing treatment for myeloma.

Chris’ nana, who had a fall.

Kathy Westbrook’s (our bookkeepemnother, who is struggling with many heath challenges.
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