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Last Saturday, the L’Arche Chicago Community headed out to The 
Arch, our nearest sister community in Clinton Iowa for their annual 
Christmas party.  This year, the theme was solidarity between the 
L’Arche USA Central Region and El Arca, L’Arche in Argentina.  In 
keeping with Argentine tradition, we ate roast pork and dressed in red 
and white.  We watched a slide show that introduced us to the core 
members, assistants and leaders of El Arca in Argentina, as well as 
their house and activities.  Clinton L’Archians lead us in Advent 
worship, with a procession to the crèche, and entertained us with 
North Pole jokes and the story of the Ark from the perspective of Mrs. 
Noah.  We rounded out the evening by singing some of our favorite 
carols.  Here, Christianne leads with The Arch community leader, 
Keith Kalaukoa.  Despite the cold, it was well worth the trip. 
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December 11 : Community Night, from 7 pm at our home at 1049 S, Austin Blvd.  This month, we welcome 
members of IPADDUnite, an on-line support and information group for parents of adults with disabilities. 
 
December 16 : The Arts of Life Band, including L’Arche Chicago core members Jean and Elbert, will perform at 
The Double Door, which is located at 1572 N. Milwaukee Ave. near Damen and North. 
 
December 19 th, 1-5 pm and 20 th, 9 am-1 pm:  Gift wrapping at the Borders on Lake Street in Oak Park.  Free will 
donation goes to L’Arche Chicago Please contact Mardy Bloch 708-209-1983, if you can volunteer. 
 
January 8 : Community Night. 
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Our volunteers: Whether you cook for us, take us on outings, share music, support our events or just 
come and hang out, we appreciate you for your generosity! 
Our donors: Thank you for responding to our annual Christmas appeal.  If you have not yet 
responded, there is still time to help us close out the year in the black (and to take your charitable 
donation tax deduction for 2008).  
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Who do you “Goodsearch” for?  Did you know you can support L’Arche Chicago just by surfing the net?  Use 
www.goodsearch.com as your search engine and L’Arche Chicago as your charitable recipient. 
 
Did you know that many corporations will match their employee’s charitable donations?  Check with yours. 
 
Please remember in your prayers…  
David Effgen , who is undergoing treatment for myeloma. 
Jewell , great-aunt to Jeremy (L’Arche Chicago) who is nearing the end of her earthly life. 
 

Olive Branch is monthly e-mail bulletin from L'Arche Chicago. 
To subscribe, send e-mail to larchechicago@sbcglobal.net, put “Subscribe” in the Subject line. 
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